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Spade and Screen 
By FRED ROBINSON, Regina 

i le above photograph was sent to 
: y George Dunmire of Gull Lake, 

T. ;atchewan. At first glance it ap- 
s to be a giant pestle, but it is 
ally a natural formation eroded 

>1 1 grey granite by the action of 
U; i and water. These natural for- 
s; cns are very interesting and a 

I sure to collect. This one is 13 
, es high and the stone weighs 40 
' ids. Beth ends of the rock being 

itly harder than the centre, they 
' ; withstood the erosion forces. 

1 lis reck was dug out of a creek 
c seven miles east of Gull Lake. 
;k banks and beds or lake shores 

. us a large quantity of these odd 
lations. No end of “images” can 
ound,_ but they must not be con- 
d with Stone Age artifacts. They 

' )ly belong in an exhibit of inter- 
ig geological specimens. 

i5NE PROJECTILE POINTS 
r' By BOYD WETTLAUFER, 

San Lobosco, California 
: one projectile points seem to be 
! distributed over the North Am- 
i an Continent, as they have been 
j id in excavations in Tennessee, 
jl: tucky, Missouri, Maine, Nova 

;ia, Quebec, Ontario, Saskatche- 
and many other places, as well 

i; mong Eskimo artifacts in the far 
I ;h. They belong to the polished 
*1 le Age as they are seldom found 
J 'w the six foot level, and are 
• id in greatest profusion within 
ij and a half feet of the surface. 

one projectile points vary in 
”1 dh from one and a half inches 

IX inches, with an average length 
,1 hree to three and one half inches. 

They are usually made of solid strips 
of the walls of large bones. The bone 
is split and a section having a sharp 
corner is taken. This section is so 
worked into form that its cross sec¬ 
tion at mid-point is nearly triangu¬ 
lar. The interior surface of the bone 
remains as a longitudinal groove. 
However, in isolated cases, this 
groove may be worked out thus giv¬ 
ing an oval cross section. It is to be 
noted that these points all have one 
heavy end sloping steeply to a well- 
sharpened point. The other end tap¬ 
ers to a crude, unfinished point or 
wedge. The sharpening of the point 
in some specimens appears to be a 
distinct operation following the pro¬ 
cess of shaping, and it is quite pos¬ 
sible that many points may have 
been resharpened. A few are harden¬ 
ed on the point by fire but whether 
intentionally or unintentionally is 
not known. 

Although many of these points 
may have been used in the conven¬ 
tional arrow. Dr. E. E. Tyzzer, of 
Harvard University Medical School, 
in a paper on bone projectile points 
from Shell Mounds along the North 
Atlantic Seaboard, suggests that 
these points were set in the end of 
a hollow cane shaft, to be thrown 
with an Atlatl (throwing stick used 
at one time from Panama to the 
Arctic). Thus set in a socket of prop¬ 
er size, it would need no other at¬ 
tachment and when the shaft struck 
its target, would be driven in, large 
end first. It would thus tend to re¬ 
main in the wound, even after the 
shaft o'f the projectile fell off, or was 
withdrawn. 

As many of these bone artifacts 
have been found in mounds and 
among the middens left by Mandan 
Indians’ of the Missouri River basin, 
it is very likely that they may be 
found generally in prairie excava¬ 
tions, or even on fields where much 
bone is in evidence. 

CORRECTION 

In the last paragraph of our story 
on Mr. A. J. Hudson we said that 
“the best method of studying arch¬ 
aeology is by use of the spaae and 
screen.” This should have read, “the 
most interesting method.” 



THE BLUE JAY 

Photo by R. 

Part of the surface collection from Melfort donated to Museum by 
Dennis and Larry Klein. Note six-inch ruler. 
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