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Badger’s Cold Storage Plant 
by JOYCE DEIW, Saskatchewan. Museum of Natural History 

The Badger (Taxidea taxus), the 
largest member of the mustelid fam¬ 
ily on the Saskatchewan plains, is 
a rodent destroyer of some conse¬ 
quence. Cahalane in “Mammals of 
North America” gives the following 
information on his diet: “Rodents 
make up by far the largest item; but 
ground squirrels, field mice, and deer 
mice, rabbits, insects and ground¬ 
nesting birds and their eggs are in¬ 
cluded in the northern and eastern 
parts of the United States. In the 
southwest, the badger eats ground 
squirrels, prairie dogs, pocket go¬ 
phers, kangaroo rats, wood rats, mice, 
insects and lizards. It picks up birds’ 
eggs as it chances upon them, not 
by systematic search.” 

With these preliminaries I feel 
■easonably safe in telling the fol¬ 
lowing incident about a badger. 
Let not the scale of prejudices be 
weighted against his species for this 
episode, Cahalane mentions an in- 
ndent whereby a Badger put some 
dead skunks in cold storage but as 
far as I know there is no previous 
published report of a Badger storing 
chickens. This happened on my 
father’s farm at Riverhurst several 
years ago. Chickens were missing 
from the hen house. Sometimes 
several in one night would disappear; 
at other times several nights would 
pass with no depredations being 
made. Investigation showed that a 

Badger was entering the hen house 
through a tunnel which he had ex¬ 
cavated, beginning a few feet from 
the outer wall and going down 
underneath the foundation and up 
into the building. Attempts to cap¬ 
ture the illusive beast proved futile. 
After some 40 fowls had disappeared 
the survivors were moved to other 
quarters. Test holes were dug in 
an attempt to find a tunnel apart 
from the one which the Badger used 
to enter the building. One such test 
disclosed a dead chicken, well pre¬ 
served in the slightly damp, cold 
sand. Further digging revealed more 
chickens, each packed in sand and 
separated from the others in the 
tunnel. After unearthing five or six 
birds we abandoned the search. Un¬ 
doubtedly furthur digging would 
have revealed more of the missing 
fow'ls. Whether or not the badger 
was storing the birds for winter use 
is a matter of speculation. None 
of the birds unearthed was mutilat¬ 
ed and the fall season was well 
enough advanced to make cold stor¬ 
age feasible. Since beginning the 
preparation of this article, I have 
heard another report of a Badger 
engaged in a similar activity. Fred 
Lahrman states that on his father’s 
farm at Mortlach, a dozen or more 
fowls were found packed in sand 
where they had been hidden by an 
errant Badger. 

Extension of the Range of the 
Short-tailed Shrew 

by ROBERT W. NERO, Sakatchewan Museum of Natural History 

Members of the 4-H Club partici¬ 
pating in the leadership training 
course at Wakaw Lake, 35 miles 
south of Prince Albert, received a 
very special reward for their efforts 
in operating a small mammal trap- 
line, On August 19, 1957, they 
caught a Short-tailed Shrew (Blarina 
brevicauda), thereby extending the 
known range of Blarina some 75 miles 
northwest to within 20 miles of the 
South Saskatchewan River. Judging 
by this new record this species oc¬ 
cupies a range in Saskatchewan 
covering at least all of the parkland 

belt from the Manitoba border to 
the Saskatchewan River (see Blue 
Jay, 14:45, 15:121). It is question¬ 
able whether they occur north of 
the river since J. Dewey Soper did 
not find any in Prince Albert Nat¬ 
ional Park (1951. The mammals of 
P.A.N.P., Sask., Can. Wildlife Mgt. 
Bull, Series 1, No. 5. Ottawa). How¬ 
ever, only further collecting will pro¬ 
vide the final answer. 

The trap-line activity of the 4-H 
leaders at Camp Wakaw was directed 
by Richard W. Fyfe, Museum Ex¬ 
tension Officer, and was part of a 
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programme aimed at broadening the 
interests of 4-H Club leaders and 
instructing them in activities which 
could be carried out as individual or 
group projects in each of the 4-H 
Councils of the province. Mr. Fyfe 
reported that both boys and girls 
showed considerable interest in the 

trap-line and other aspects of tl 
natural history programme. If soir 
of these young people maintain the 
interest in this phase of nature stud 
we can look forward to getting a 
increasing number of specimens an 
more information—and to havir 
more naturalists among us. 

Deer 
by Doug Gilroy, Regina 

Deer against the sky. 
Photo by Dovg Giltc 

What thrills one more than to see 
two or three white-tailed deer go 
bounding across an open field or 
to see a mule deer race up the side 
of a hill, then stop and pose for a 
moment against the sky, then disap¬ 
pear over the other side? 

We got our accompanying picture 
one day last spring. The deer here 
are mule deer. It might be noted 
that there are no signs of antlers 
on the bucks. This is because it 

was past shedding time. 
When a white-tail is flushed 1 

usually high-tails it away as fa 
as he possibly can, not stopping f 
a backward look. But a mule deer 
different; he is curious, and usual 
after a short spurt will pause 
look back to see just what kind, 
creature intruded on his hiding plac 
This habit often proves his undoir 
for the hunter is quick to take a^ 
vantage of it. \\ 

Garter Snakes Eating Minnows 
by FRANCES McKAY and JOYCE DEW 

Saskatchewan Museum of Natural History 

Our children’s program at the 
museum this summer attracted many 
children, among them Bob Kerr who 
sat down one morning to read In 
Ponds and Stream by Margaret 
Waring Buck. He read that “The 
garter snake is sometimes found near 

water. It eats frogs, toads, saldi 
manders, crayfish and minnows J* 
well as insects, worms and mioei 
Bob then insisted that he try mil 
nows on our captive garter snake 
One of these was a Plains Gart 
Snake (Thamnophis radix) and tl| 




